CASUAL DINING

Cafe culture

DONNA COUTTS gets into feelgood food, cafe style

Welkeome inn: the food's good and

OLMECS BAKERY BAR CAFE
410 Bridge Rd, Richmond
Ph: 5428 5995

E ARE well-fed little Vegemites
Wlhu. wreek, after a false alarm in-
. valving a reasonshle bite bol not
| enough fodder for a BD0-word review.
Our first atlermpl !:n,'_ﬂ:rm much like
| any other meal the fella and I eal.
| We have in our hot Hitle hands a
| viyhee recommendation, two substantial
| appetites, an ldle howr and no desire to
| scour our owm pots and pans,
_ The tucker at venue No. 1 S uninspir-
Ing bul edible: no betler or worse than
| much of the stull that makes {is WAy on
| 1o bargain-shopper’s plates the length
of Bridge Rd.
I's the vibe that's the matter,
Yeah, yeah, | know 1 once used a
whole week's words fleshing oul the
|hq'|:|r!.' that you can't eal ambience,

I'm aboul o go some way (o cablng

my words

We are the only eaters at venue No.1
No problem, excepl ihe stall take the
opporiunity o slouch around ke
they'd rather be elsewhere and we hive

the atmosphere cosy at Olmec.

Sore, vibe In
more than o feeling. Butl
cales, perhaps more fhan
colleague Mr Downes' siik-
depariment restaurants, are
a place o be. Food's funda-
mental, bul f you're honest
you could whip up cafe-style
stufl ai home with help from the
supermarket déli lady and a fick
|]1.r||u|3]1 a Jamie Oliver boak,

Caless are aboul reading the paper
in the sun. They're about not dithering
over when you'll wash the dishes. About
sharing a feed with the mates you can'l
be bothered inviting home, About gei-
ting out of the office under the guise of
n meeting, About becoming a regular
{and not being required 1o speak vour
order). And aboul catching a good vibe
and riding it for all it's worth.
ke two

Venue No.2 is a different ketile of fish,

At Bpm on a school nighl (imecs is
almost ms ety [Melbourne's cile ciil-
ture vuliures are clearly hibernating),
bt it re, The beaui fux-log
the roam, there 8
ol on display,
iendly and energetic and
we're rig t home [(withoui the pot-
atd-puan serubhbing

¥ thus i the lomed of place you meet




